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Chapter 1 

The Etiquette of the Seeker’s Inner Self 
 

1) Knowledge is worship1 
 

Some scholars said “knowledge is a secretive prayer and worship of the heart.” The 
conditions of any act of worship are two. 
 

i. Sincerity of intention 
 

Allah سبحانه و تعالى says, 
 

ينَ  ِ َ ُمْخِلِصنَي ََلُ الد َّلا ِلَيْعُبُدوا اَّللا
ِ
 َوَما ُأِمُروا ا

 
“And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere to 
Him in religion...”2 
 
Allah's Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم said 
 

اَما اأَلمَعاُل ِِبلندِياات ن  ا ٍ
 
“Actions are but by intentions...”3 

 
ii. Following the Prophet  صلى هللا عليه و سلم 

 

 ُ ُ َويَْغِفْر لَُُكْ ُذنُوبَُُكْ ۗ َواَّللا ِبْبُُكُ اَّللا اِبُعوِِن ُُيْ َ فَات بُّوَن اَّللا ن ُكنُُتْ ُُتِ
ِ
ُقْل ا

ِحيٌ   غَُفوٌر را

 
“Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah 
will love you and forgive you your sins. And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful."”4 

  

                                                           
1
 Fatawa Ibn Taymiyya (10/11, 12, 14, 15, 19, 49-54) (11/314) (20/77-78)  

2
 Surat Al-Bayyinah 98:5 

3
 Agreed upon (Muttafaqun alayh) 

4
 Surat Aali Imran 3:31 



2) Following the methodology of the best of generations (خير القرون) in their 
approach to the religion 
 
Allah سبحانه و تعالى says, 
 

ِِضَ  ْحَساٍن را
ِ

اَبُعوُُه ِِب يَن ات ِ لُوَن ِمَن الُْمهَاِجرِيَن َواأْلَنَصاِر َواَّلا اِبُقوَن اأْلَوا َوالسا

يَن ِفهيَا َأبًَدا ۚ  ََتَا اأْلَْْنَاُر َخاِلِ رِي َُتْ ُ َعْْنُْم َوَرُضوا َعْنُه َوَأعَدا لَهُْم َجنااٍت ََتْ اَّللا

ِِلَ الَْفْوُز الَْعِظيُ   َذَٰ

 
“And the first forerunners [in the faith] among the Muhajireen and the Ansar and 
those who followed them with good conduct - Allah is pleased with them and they are 
pleased with Him, and He has prepared for them gardens beneath which rivers flow, 
wherein they will abide forever. That is the great attainment.”5 
 
And He سبحانه و تعالى says, 
 

 ِ اِبْع غَْْيَ َسِبيِل الُْمْؤِمِننَي نَُوَلدِ َ ََلُ الْهَُدٰى َويَت ُسوَل ِمن بَْعِد َما تََبنيا َوَمن يَُشاِقِق الرا

َ ۖ َوَساَءْت َمِصًْيا ٰ َونُْصِِلِ ََجََّنا  َما تََوَّلا
 
“And whoever opposes the Messenger after guidance has become clear to him and 
follows other than the way of the believers - We will give him what he has taken and 
drive him into Hell, and evil it is as a destination.”6 
 
Allah's Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم said, 
 

يَن يَلُوَْنُمْ  ِ يَن يَلُوَْنُْم، ُُثا اَّلا ِ  َخْْيُ النااِس قَْرِِن، ُُثا اَّلا
 

“The best of people are my generation, then those who succeed them, then those who 
succeed them…”7 
 

3) Commitment to fearing Allah سبحانه و تعالى 
 
Allah سبحانه و تعالى says, 
 

ٍء عَِليٌ  ُ ِبُكدِ ََشْ ُ ۗ َواَّللا دُِمُُكُ اَّللا َ ۖ َويَُعل اُقوا اَّللا  َوات
 
“…And fear Allah. And Allah teaches you. And Allah is Knowing of all things.”8 

  

                                                           
5
 Surat At-Tawbah 9:100 

6
 Surat An-Nisa 4:115 

7
 Sahih Al-Bukhari 

8
 Surat Al-Baqara 2:282 



And He سبحانه و تعالى says, 
 

َ ِمْن ِعَباِدِه الُْعلََماءُ  ََش اَّللا اَما ََيْ ن
ِ
 ا

 
“Only those fear Allah, from among His servants, who have knowledge.”9 
 
Ali ibn Abi Talib رضي هللا عنه said “knowledge calls for action, so either the call is 
answered or knowledge takes off.”10 
 
Imam Ahmad said “the foundation of knowledge is fear of Allah the Most High.” 
 

4) Continual observance of Allah 
 
Allah سبحانه و تعالى says, 

ُم الَْمََلئَِكُة َأَّلا ََتَافُوا َوََّل  َتَقاُموا تَتَََناُل عَلهَْيِ ُ ُُثا اس ْ ُّنَا اَّللا يَن قَالُوا َرب ِ نا اَّلا
ِ
َزنُوا ا َُتْ

اِِت ُكنُُتْ تُوعَُدونَ  وا ِِبلَْجناِة ال  َوَأبِِْشُ
 

“Indeed, those who have said, "Our Lord is Allah" and then remained on a right 
course - the angels will descend upon them, [saying], "Do not fear and do not grieve 
but receive good tidings of Paradise, which you were promised.”11 

 
And He سبحانه و تعالى says, 
 

ِ َوَرُسوَِلِ ُُثا لَْم يَْرََتبُوا َوَجاَهُدوا ِبأَْمَواِلهِْم  يَن أ َمنُوا ِِبَّللا ِ اَما الُْمْؤِمنُوَن اَّلا ن
ِ
ا

اِدُقونَ  ِئَك ُُهُ الصا ِ ۚ ُأولَ َٰ  َوَأنُفِسهِْم ِِف َسِبيِل اَّللا
 

“The believers are only the ones who have believed in Allah and His Messenger and 
then doubt not but strive with their properties and their lives in the cause of Allah. It 
is those who are the truthful.”12 
 
Allah's Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم said, 
 

َتِقمْ  ِ فَاس ْ  ُقْل أ َمنْ ُت ِِبَّللا
 
“Say: ‘I affirm my belief in Allah and remain steadfast.’13  

  

                                                           
9
 Surat Fatir 35:28 

10
 Al-Jami li Akhlaq Ar-Rawi wa Adab As-Sami, Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi; Dham man la Ya’malu bi Ilmih, Ibn Asakir  

11
 Surat Fussilat 41:30 
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 Surat Al-Hujurat 49:15 
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 Sahih Muslim 



5) Lowering your wing;14 putting arrogance and pride behind you 
 
Al-Imam Adh-Dhahabi رحمه هللا narrated in the biography of ’Amr ibn al-Aswad al-
’Ansi رحمه هللا who died in the khilafah of ’Abdul Malik ibn Marwan رحمه هللا “that when 
he was leaving the masjid he took his left hand with his right, so when he was asked 
about this he replied: ‘out of fear that my hand will make a gesture of hypocrisy.’ I say 
(adh-Dhahabi): He held it out of fear that his hand would swing [in a manner that 
indicates pride]; for such an action is considered haughtiness.”15 
 
Abdullah ibn al-Imam al-Hujjah Bakr ibn ’Abdillah al-Muzani رحمهما هللا said: “I heard 
a person narrate that when my father was standing on Mount ’Arafah, he became 
soft-hearted and said: ‘If I wasn’t among them [i.e. one of the congregation], I would 
have said that they have been forgiven.” Adh-Dhahabi narrated it, then said: “I say: in 
this way the slave [of Allah] should pity himself and swallow his pride.”16 
 

6) Contentment and Asceticism 
 
“Zuhd [is] in the haram (unlawful) and to distance yourself from its boundaries by 
abstaining from the shubuhat (the matters of halal and haram that are unclear) and 
wishing for what is in people’s possession.” 17 
 
Al-Imam Ash-Shaafi’i رحمه هللا said: “If a person [sincerely] advised the wisest of 
people; he would encourage him to be amongst the ascetic people (by becoming one 
of them).”18 
 
Imam Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ash-Shaybani رحمه هللا was asked, “Will you not write 
a book on zuhd?” He replied, “I have written a book on transactions.”19 
 
Imam Muhammad Al-Amin Ash-Shinqiti رحمه هللا said “I came from my country 
(Shinqit, Mauritania) and with me is a treasure that is very seldom found in the 
possession of anyone. It is contentment. If I wanted high status, I would have known 
the way to achieve it, but I chose not to exchange this worldly life for the hereafter 
and I do not give my knowledge to attain worldly desires.” 
 

7) Adorning yourself with the splendour of knowledge 
 

The seeker of knowledge should be the embodiment of beautiful manners and pious 
conduct. 
 
Ibn Sirin رحمه هللا said, “the pious predecessors used to learn manners as they would 
learn the knowledge.” 
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 I.e. being humble 
15

 Siyar A’lam An-Nubala, Adh-Dhahabi (4/80) 
16

 Siyar A’lam An-Nubala, Adh-Dhahabi (4/534) 
17

 Ta’lim Al-Muta’allim, Az-Zarnuji, p.28 
18

 Ibid. 
19

 Ibid. 



Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi رحمه هللا said,  
 
“It is incumbent upon the seeker of hadith to refrain from play, idle fiddling, and 
displaying vulgar manners in the gatherings by acting foolishly, giggling, laughing 
loudly, or excessive and continual joking. For indeed joking is only permissible if it is 
in small amounts, and if it is occasional, and subtle, and the type that does not exceed 
the boundaries of good manners, and the way of knowledge. As for continual joking 
[and that which is] vulgar and foolish and that which arouses bitter feelings and 
attracts evil, then it is blameworthy. Excessive joking and laughing degrades your 
rank and your honour.”20 
 
Al-Ahnaf ibn Qays رحمه هللا said: “Preserve your gatherings from the mention of 
women and food, for indeed I hate a man who describes his private parts and his 
stomach.”21 
 
Allah's Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم said, 
 

ِبِس ثَْوََبْ ُزورٍ  ُع ِبَما لَْم يُْعطَ لََكَ بدِ  الُْمتَش َ
 
“One who creates a false impression of being given what one has not, is like a wearer 
of two garments of falsehood.”22 
 

8) Adorning yourself with good etiquette 
 
Embody the qualities of good etiquette, such as good manners, a cheerful face, 
spreading the salaam (the salutation), showing forbearance with people, having self-
esteem without being haughty, strength which is free from tyranny, and being gallant 
but not for the sake of zealous partisanship, and being zealous without it being the 
zealotry of the Time of Ignorance. 
 
Avoid that which may tarnish your good etiquette, whether it be [in your] nature, 
speech, or actions. Avoid indulging in degrading actions or evil habits such as conceit, 
boastfulness, arrogance and being seen in doubtful places. 
 

9) Embodying chivalrous qualities 
 

Embody chivalrous qualities which include bravery, forthrightness, noble manners 
and giving for the sake of good causes until the ambitions of men [die] before 
reaching your level. 
 
Equally, beware of the qualities that oppose them such as being unconfident, 
impatient and weak in nobility. For indeed they destroy knowledge, and cut off the 
tongue from speaking the truth. 
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 Al-Jami (1/156)  
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 As-Siyar (4/94) 
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10) Forsaking luxury  
 
Allah’s Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم said, 
 

 الَبَذاَذُة ِمن األأِميَانِ 
 
“Asceticism is from Iman.”23 
 
Umar Ibn Al-Khattab رضي هللا عنه said, “So beware of [excessive] comfort, and 
imitating the appearance of the ’ajam (non-Arabs). Rather, be rough and tough…”24 
 
The clothing of the seeker of knowledge should be appropriate to the situation and 
context, since the outer appearance expresses oneself to others. People initially 
characterise those they meet according to dress, so one should be wary of dressing in 
a way that causes a bad first impression.  
 
The dress of the seeker should beautify him without being extravagant, such that he 
gives no one an excuse to criticize or gossip about him. It should match the nobility of 
the knowledge he possesses, the better to take him seriously, since it is a means of 
calling the people to Allah the Almighty and guiding them to the Truth.  
 
Umar Ibn Al-Khattab رضي هللا عنه said, “It is more beloved to me to see the learned 
person in white garment”25 
 

11) Avoiding the gatherings of vain speech 
 
It is a crime against knowledge and its people for a seeker to be present in the 
gatherings of those that commit vice and immorality. 
 

12) Avoiding commotion (hayshaat) 
 

The author of Al-Wasit fi Udaba Shinqit and from it in Mu’jam al-Ma’ajim writes 
“that a conflict took place between two tribes, so a third tribe came to arbitrate 
between them. They finally agreed to the religious rulings and they betook a scholar 
as a judge, who passed a judgement that four people should be killed from one of the 
tribes [in return] for the death of four people killed by the other tribe. So Shaykh Bab 
ibn Ahmad said: In such situation the law of Islamic requital is not applicable. So the 
judge replied: Such a decision is not to be found in any book, so the Shaykh said: 
Rather, it is found in every book, so the judge said to him this is the Qamus (the 
famous Arabic dictionary) - meaning that it comes under the category of a book. So 
the Shaykh took al-Qamus, and the first thing his sight fell upon was: al-Hayshah 
(riotous uproar), is civil strife... and there is no requital in riotous uproar (i.e. when a 
person who is killed in civil strife and their killer is not known). And the people 
became astonished at his speed in summoning up such information in such a crucial 
situation.” 
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 As-Silsilat As-Sahiha, Al-Albani, hadith #341 
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 Narrated by Al-Bukhari, Muslim, Abu Awana, Abd Ar-Razzaq and others 
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 Al-Ihkam, Al-Qarafi, p. 271 



13) Adorning yourself with gentleness 
 

Adhere to being gentle in speech, avoiding harsh words, for gentle speech wins over 
hostile personalities. And the proofs from the Qur'an and Sunnah on this topic are 
abundant. 
 

14) Contemplation 
 
It is said: “contemplate and you will reach.”  
Therefore, think before you speak. What am I going to say? What will be the 
consequences of my speech?  
 
Be careful of how you phrase what you are saying. Convey what you want to say 
without going to any extremes or fanciness. Carefully consider what words to use 
when you are thinking about how to articulate your thoughts. Also think carefully 
when you are asked a question, so that you understand the question in its correct 
context. 
 

15) Steadfastness and prudence  
 

Adorn yourself with firmness and prudence, especially in calamities and serious 
situations. Part of this is patience and firmness during the long, difficult process of 
seeking knowledge from the scholars “for whosoever is firm will grow.” 

 

 
  



Chapter 2 

The Methodology of Seeking 
Knowledge 

 
16) The stages of seeking Sacred Knowledge 

 
Allah سبحانه و تعالى says, 
 

لْنَاُه تََِنيًَل   َوقُْرأ ًًن فََرْقنَاُه ِلَتْقَرَأُه عَََل النااِس عَََلٰ ُمْكٍث  َونَزا
 

“And [it is] a Qur'an which We have separated [by intervals] that you might recite it 
to the people over a prolonged period. And We have sent it down progressively.”26 
 
And He سبحانه و تعالى says, 
 

َت ِبِه  دِ ِِلَ ِلُنثَب ََلً َواِحَدًة ۚ َكَذَٰ َِل عَلَْيِه الُْقْرأ ُن ُُجْ يَن َكَفُروا لَْوََّل نُزد ِ َوقَاَل اَّلا

الْنَاُه تَْرِتيًَل   فَُؤاَدَك ۖ َوَرت
 

“And those who disbelieve say, "Why was the Qur'an not revealed to him all at once?" 
Thus [it is] that We may strengthen thereby your heart. And We have spaced it 
distinctly.”27 
 
And He سبحانه و تعالى says, 
 

ِئَك يُْؤِمنُوَن ِبِه ۗ  يَن أ تَيْنَاُُهُ اْلِكتَاَب يَْتلُونَُه َحقا ِتََلَوِتِه ُأولَ َٰ ِ  اَّلا
 

“Those to whom We have given the Book recite it with its true recital. They [are the 
ones who] believe in it…”28 
 
Allah’s Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم said,  
 

ا مَ ا العِ ّلُ  ِِب لتاعَ ّلُِّ   ن
ِ
 ا

 

“Knowledge is only attained through studiousness…”29  
 
It is said that “whoever does not perfect the foundation is prevented from reaching 
(his destination i.e. knowledge.)” 
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 Surat Al-Isra 17:106 
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 Surat Al-Furqan 25:32 
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 Surat Al-Baqara 2:121 
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 Al-Jami As-Saghir, As-Suyuti, hadith #2577 



It is also said that “whoever wants to attain knowledge in one go, will lose it in one 
go.” 
 
It is also said that “overcrowding knowledge in the ear misguides understanding.” 
 
The seeker should make the following his modus operandi with every subject he 
studies: 
 

i. Memorise a primer on the subject. 
ii. Master it by studying under a proficient teacher. 

iii. Not engage with larger works or works that span several subjects until 
mastering the basics. 

iv. Not swap from one book to another without necessity, since this is a sign of 
impatience. 

v. Take proper notes. 
vi. Mentally prepare himself to seek and progress in seeking knowledge. Also, to 

have zeal in attaining increasingly higher levels until he progresses into the 
largest works with ease. 

 
It was the opinion of Ibn Al-Arabi Al-Maliki that the seeker should not mix between 
two subjects while studying, that priority should be given to learning Arabic, poetry 
and mathematics, then the Qur’an. He was rebuked by Ibn Khaldun who said that the 
(then) present day customs did not encourage this method, and that the first priority 
should be given to memorizing and studying the Quran.  
 
Among the scholars were those who taught Hanbali fiqh from Zad Al-Mustaqni for 
the beginners, Al-Muqni for difference of opinion within the madhab and then Al-
Mughni for differences at an advanced level. They did not permit the beginners to sit 
with the intermediate class and so on, in order to eliminate confusion. 
 
As for studying two or more subjects simultaneously, this depends on the aptitude of 
the seeker and his enthusiasm. 
 
The list of primers and larger texts used as curricula will differ regionally, based on 
madhab and proficiency of the teachers in certain books over others.  
 
After memorizing the Qur’an and learning tajweed, the seeker progresses through the 
stages of seeking knowledge, beginner, intermediate and advanced, continuing on 
this path until he meets His Lord. 
 
Al-Hafidh30 ’Uthman Ibn Khurrazadh (died 282AH) رحمه هللا said that “the person 
associated to hadith is in need of five qualities, and if one of them is lost then it is 
considered as a deficiency; [he is] in need of a good mind, piety, precision, 
proficiency in this field, as well as being well known for his trustworthiness.”  
 
Adh-Dhahabi رحمه هللا commented on it, saying “trustworthiness is a portion of the 
deen (piety), and precision is included in proficiency; so what a hafidh really needs, is 
to be: fearful (of Allah), intelligent, grammatical, a linguist, righteous, modest, salafi, 
and it is sufficient enough for him to write two hundred volumes and to gather five 
hundred reliable compilations (books), and not to become fatigued by seeking 
knowledge till death, with sincerity and humility, otherwise let him not trouble 
himself.” 
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 A title given to someone who has memorized vast quantities of ahadith along with their chains 



Al-Taj As-Subki رحمه هللا said that "some people claimed being well versed in Hadith 
while in fact their knowledge did not exceed reading Mashariq Al-Anwar of Al 
Saghani, and if they sought higher rank they would read Al-Masabih of Al-Baghawi, 
thinking by that they reached the rank of Muhaddith while, in fact, they assume that 
just because they are ignorant in Hadith. In fact, if those people memorized by heart 
these two books and memorized on top of that double what is in them, they will not 
be Muhaddith, and will only be in this rank only if the camel entered the eye of the 
needle. And, if they worked harder and studied Jami Al-Usul of Ibn Kathir and 
Sciences of Hadeeth of Ibn As-Salah or even the abridged version of it known as Al-
Taqrib wa ‘t-Taysir of An-Nawawi and such alike books, you find them called 
Muhaddith of all Muhaddithin and the Bukhari of this era and such titles that are 
falsely attributed to them. This is because whoever does all what I have mentioned 
will not qualify him to be a Muhaddith. The Muhaddith is he who knows the chains of 
narrators and defects, the names of narrators, the high chains and low chains, and 
memorised numerous mutoon and heard from scholars the six books of Hadeeth in 
addition to Musnad Ahmad, Sunan Al Bayhaqi, Mujam Al Tabarani, and on the top of 
all that he memorised 1000 juz of ahadith. This is the least rank and if he heard from 
scholars all what I mentioned and wrote the tibaq and studied under scholars of 
hadeeth and taught defects of hadeeth, deaths of narrators, and masanid he will be in 
the first rank of Muhaddith, and Allah increases in knowledge whoever He wants." 
 

17) Acquiring knowledge from qualified teachers  
 
The basis of acquiring knowledge is by way of learning from qualified teachers and 
not through books alone. Sacred Knowledge is acquired through transmission, not 
autodidact-ism. The student-teacher chain that leads back to the Prophet  صلى هللا عليه و

 preserves and defends His religion سبحانه و تعالى is the mechanism by which Allah سلم
against revisionism, innovation (bid’ah) and heresy (zandaqa.)  
 
It is said that “whoever enters knowledge alone, will emerge alone.”31 (i.e. he comes 
out without knowledge accompanying him.) 
 
It is also said that “from the greatest afflictions and tribulations are those who 
become ‘scholars’ through the parchments.” (i.e. from before they had books.) 
 
There is almost a consensus on this point, except for a tiny minority of scholars who 
disagreed. E.g. Al-Imam Adh-Dhahabi رحمه هللا said about Ali Ibn Ridwan Al-Misri At-
Tabib رحمه هللا in his biography that “he did not have a shaykh. Rather he engaged 
himself in taking from the books and he wrote a book about acquiring a skill by 
reading from the books and how it is more prosperous for the learner. This is 
wrong.”32 
 
Al-Imam Ash-Shafi’i رحمه هللا said that “whoever seeks Sacred Knowledge from the 
belly of books will let the rulings go to waste.”33 (i.e. by not understanding them or 
applying them correctly.) 
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Al-Imam Az-Zubaydi رحمه هللا said in Sharh Al-Ihya “there are things that exist in the 
book that divert from knowledge that are non-existent in the teacher. They may be 
due to distortion that occurs due to the resemblance of the letters, the absence of 
vowels, the mistakes that occur due to straying of the eyes, lack of experience in i’rab 
(i.e. implementing the rules of Arabic grammar), corruption of the existing book, 
handwriting that cannot be read or reading that which is not written, not knowing the 
madhab of the author, poor quality of the scripts, poor transcription, lack of stopping 
at the correct punctuation, mixing up terminology of different subjects, using the 
terminology of one subject in context of another and the existence of Greek 
terminology [that] the writer did not take from the [Arabic] language. All of the 
things mentioned obstruct knowledge and the learner is relieved of them when he 
reads to the teacher. If the situation is such, then reading to the scholars is more 
advantageous and virtuous than personal study, and this is what we wanted to 
explain...As-Safadi said: ‘For this reason the scholars said: do not take knowledge 
from a person who acquires it from the scripts, and do not take the Qur'an from a 
person who has recited the Qur'an from the mushaf. Meaning: do not recite the 
Qur'an to a person who just read it from the mushaf (without reciting it to a shaykh), 
or hadith etc. from a person who acquired [hadith] by reading from the scripts.”34 
 
Al-Imam Al-Awza’i رحمه هللا said that “this knowledge used to be noble, passed down 
[from men] to men, but when it entered the books the wrong people became involved 
in it.”35 
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Chapter 3 

The Etiquette of the Seeker with his 
Sheikh 

 
18) Considering the status of the sheikh 

 
The sheikh is the seeker’s guide on the path of Sacred Knowledge and should be 
afforded the utmost respect, reverence, honor, appreciation and courtesy.  
 
The seeker should display impeccable manners when in his company in consideration 
of (but not limited to) the following: 
 

i. The manners of sitting with him. 
ii. The manners of speaking to him. 

iii. The manners of listening to him. 
iv. Displaying good etiquette with the books you are reading to him. 
v. Overlooking his shortcomings. 

vi. Seeking his permission when one wants to study under another sheikh. 
 

Likewise, the seeker should avoid the following  
 

i. Arguing in his presence with intent to show off. 
ii. Preceding him in speech. 

iii. Walking ahead of him. 
iv. Speaking excessively in his presence. 
v. Interrupting him. 

vi. Pestering him for answers to questions. 
vii. Extensively questioning him, especially in front of an audience. 

viii. Calling him by his name. 
ix. Irritating him or testing his patience. 

 
 

The seeker should also be acutely aware of going to extremes that violate the Shari’ah 
in his behavior towards his Sheikh.  
 
For while Allah س بحانه و تعاَّل says, 

 

ُسوِل بَيْنَُُكْ َكُدعَاِء بَْعِضُُك بَْعًضا َعلُوا ُدعَاَء الرا  َّلا ََتْ
 

“Do not make [your] calling of the Messenger among yourselves as the call of one of 
you to another…”36 
 
And Allah’s Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم said, 
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ُد َوَلِ أ َدَم يَْوَم الِْقيَاَمِة َوََّل فَْخرَ  يدِ  َأًَن س َ
 
“I am the master of the children of Adam on the Day of Judgement, and I am not 
boasting…”37 
 
Allah’s Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم also said 
 

 ِ اَما َأًَن َعْبُدُه، فَُقولُوا َعْبُد اَّللا ن
ِ
ََّل تُْطُروِِن مََكَ َأْطَرِت الناَصاَرى اْبَن َمْرََيَ، فَا

 َوَرُسوَُلُ 
 

"Do not exaggerate in praising me as the Christians praised the son of Mary, for I am 
only a Slave. So call me the Slave of Allah and His Messenger."38 
 

19) The seeker’s capital is from his sheikh 
 
Absorb and imitate the pious manners and noble conduct of the sheikh, for this is 
your capital. Any knowledge acquired above and beyond that is profit. The corollary 
is that the seeker should avoid imitating the sheikh superficially in matters that have 
no bearing on the acquisition of knowledge, whether with regard to dress, walk, 
manner of speech, gestures or the like. 

 
20) The sheikh’s enthusiasm during his lessons  

  
The sheikh feeds off the energy and enthusiasm of his audience. The seeker should 
therefore remain alert and attentive, give his sheikh complete attention wihout letting 
his mind or gaze wonder. 
 
Abdullah Ibn Mas’ud رضي هللا عنه said “Narrate (hadeeth etc.) to the audience as long 
as they glance at you with their eyes, and if you see slackness from them then halt.”39 
 

21) Writing what the sheikh says during lessons or revision 
 
The etiquette of taking notes is that the seeker notifies his sheikh that he will be 
writing. When writing, it is a condition that the seeker indicates that he has written 
what he heard from the sheikh during the lesson. 
 

22) Acquiring knowledge from innovators 
 
Al-Imam Adh-Dhahabi رحمه هللا said that “If you see the innovating mutakallim saying: 
‘leave out the Quran and Sunnah and bring forth Logic’, then know that he is Abu 
Jahl. And if you see the ‘One on the Spiritual Path’, [who claims that by practising a 
set of prescribed forms of innovated worship he will attain oneness with Allah] 
saying: ‘Leave us from [knowledge] that is transmitted (i.e. the Quran and Sunnah) 
and bring forth the ‘Taste and Ecstasy of Passion’, then know that he is Iblis 
(Shaytan) become manifest in a human form, or has become incarnate within him; so 
if you become cowardly then run away from him, otherwise wrestle him down, and sit 
on his chest with your knee, and read Ayat Al-Kursi, and strangle him.” 
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Imam Malik رحمه هللا said that “Knowledge (hadith) is not taken from four: a foolish 
person who publicises his foolishness, even if he was the most prolific narrator of 
hadith; a person of bid’ah who calls to it; a person who lies in his speech with people 
even if I don’t accuse him of lying in hadith.; and a noble, pious worshipper if he does 
not memorise precisely what he narrates.”40 

 
Chapter 4 

The Etiquette of Companionship 
 

23) Beware the bad companions 
 
Allah سبحانه و يعلى says, 
 

َّلا الُْمتاِقنيَ 
ِ
ُء يَْوَمِئٍذ بَْعُضهُْم ِلَبْعٍض عَُدوٌّ ا  اأْلَِخَلا

 
“Close friends, that Day, will be enemies to each other, except for the righteous”41 
 
Allah’s Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم said, 
 

 اأَلْرَواُح ُجنُوٌد ُمَجناَدٌة، فََما تََعاَرَف ِمْْنَا ائْتَلََف، َوَما تَنَاَكَر ِمْْنَا اْختَلََف 
 

“Souls are like conscripted soldiers. Those with like qualities incline towards one 
other, while those with disparate qualities are repelled.”42 
 
Hisham Ibn Abd Al-Malik رحمه هللا said that “Nothing remains of the worldly pleasures 
except a brother [with] whom I raise the burden of taking precaution between me and 
him.”43 
 
There are three types of friends. The first two should be avoided while the third is 
deserving of your companionship due to mutual benefit. 
 

i. One who befriends you solely for his own welfare. 
ii. One who befriends you solely for fun. 

iii. One who befriends you for your virtue. 
 

If the seeker is unable to find righteous companions he is better off choosing isolation 
 For without the (.الزهد) and asceticism (العلم) but for two conditions, knowledge (العزلة)
 of asceticism it ز and without the (زلة) of knowledge isolation becomes a mistake ع
becomes a defect (علة).  
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Imam Abu Sulayman Al-Khattabi رحمه هللا said “isolation only benefits the wise and the 
scholars; it is most dangerous for the ignorant.”44 
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Chapter 5 

The Etiquette of the Student in 
Leading a Life of Knowledge 

 
24) Lofty aspirations 

 

Having high aspirations will attract endless good from Allah that is never cut off. It 
causes the seeker to go from strength to strength and achieve mastery over mastery. 
It gives him endurance for his long and difficult journey in pursuit of Sacred 
Knowledge. It motivates him to continue learning and implementing what is learned. 
People will notice that his time and effort is only spent in virtuous pursuits and not in 
frivolity. It eliminates trivial hopes and actions, and uproots the weeds of 
humiliation, degradation, sycophantism and selling-out. The seeker with great 
aspirations is stoic and resolute in the face of adversity whereas one who has lost it, 
or never had it in the first place, is a fearful coward whose mouth is shut by his 
impotence. The latter is unfit and unworthy of being a vessel for Sacred Knowledge. 
 

25) The burning desire to seek knowledge 
 

Allah’s Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم said, 
 

منا ورثوا  ن األأنبياء مل يورثوا دينارً ا وَّل درهام وا  ن العلامء ورثة األأنبياء وا  وا 

 العّل . مفن أأخذه أأخذ حبظ وافر
 
“The scholars are the inheritors of the Prophets who bequeath neither dinar nor 
dirham, only knowledge. Whosoever acquires it has acquired an abundant portion.”45 
 
It is reported that Ali Ibn Abi Talib رضي هللا عنه said that “The true worth of a person is 
in his mastery.” (i.e. of something.) 
 
It is said that “over every learned one, is one more learned.” 
 

26) Travelling to seek knowledge 
 

It is said that “whoever is not strong enough to travel, will not be travelled to.” (i.e. by 
the seekers of knowledge.) 
 
It is unlikely that someone who does not travel to seek knowledge will reach the level 
of an erudite scholar who others travel to for the purpose of learning. 
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Al-Imam Ash-Shafi’i رمحه هللا said,  

 
“No rest in residence for the cultured and intellectual,  

So travel and leave where you’re residing!  
 
Travel! You will find replacement for what’s left  

And strive! For the sweetness of life is in striving! 
 
I’ve seen that water stagnates if still, becomes pure if it runs,  

But not if it doesn’t flow,  
 
If the lion leaves not his den he cannot hunt  

And the arrow strikes not, without leaving its bow, 
 
If the sun stood still in its heavenly course  

Then people, Arab and Ajam, would bore  
 
Gold dust is as soil where commonly found,  

And in its land, Oud is but wood in store, 
 
If one travels, sought out is he,  

If one travels, honored like gold is he.”46 
 
Sheikh Abdul Aziz At-Tarifi حفظه هللا said during an interview that travelling to seek 
knowledge from scholars of different backgrounds and scholarly traditions broadens 
one’s horizons, teaches respect for difference of opinion and teaches giving the 
benefit of the doubt (حسن الظن) towards those who differ with you.47 
 

27) Preserving knowledge through writing48 
 

Allah’s Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم said, 
 

 قيدوا العّل ِبلكتاب
 

“Bind knowledge by writing.”49 
 
And Allah’s Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم reportedly said, 
 

َتِعْن ِبَيِمينِكَ   اس ْ
 
“Seek help with your right hand” (and motioned with his hand صلى هللا عليه و سلم as if 
writing.)50 
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28) Preserving knowledge through paying it attention 
 
Allah سبحانه و يعلى says, 
 

ِ َوتَنَسْوَن َأنُفَسُُكْ َوَأنُُتْ تَْتلُوَن اْلِكتَاَب   َأتَأُْمُروَن النااَس ِِبلِْبد
 

“Do you order righteousness of the people and forget yourselves while you recite the 
Scripture?”51 
 
And He سبحانه و يعلى says, 
 

نَةٌ  ِ ُأْسَوٌة َحس َ اَقْد ََكَن لَُُكْ ِِف َرُسوِل اَّللا  ل
 

“There has certainly been for you in the Messenger of Allah an excellent pattern…”52 
  
 Allah’s Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم said, 
 

َل النااِس يُْقََض يَْوَم الِْقيَاَمِة  نا َأوا
ِ
اَمُه َوقََرَأ الُْقْرأ َن فَأُِِتَ ِبِه  ...عَلَْيهِ ا َ الِْعّْلَ َوعَل َوَرُجٌل تََعّلا

اْمُتُه َوقََرْأُت ِفيَك الْقُ  اْمُت الِْعّْلَ َوعَل فَُه ِنَعَمُه فََعَرفَهَا قَاَل فََما مَعِلَْت ِفهيَا قَاَل تََعل   . ْرأ َن فََعرا

ا  فََقْد   . َوقََرْأَت الُْقْرأ َن ِلُيَقاَل ُهَو قَاِرٌئ   . ْمَت الِْعّْلَ ِلُيَقاَل عَاِلٌم قَاَل َكَذبَْت َولَِكناَك تََعل

ِه َحَّتا ُألِْقَي ِِف الناارِ   ِقيَل ُُثا ُأِمَر ِبِه فَُسِحَب عَََل َوَْجِ

 

“Among the first of those to be judged on the Day of Recompense are…a man who 
sought knowledge, disseminated it and recited the Quran. He will be brought forth 
and made to recount his blessings, so he will recount them. Allah will say to him 
‘what have you done with them?’ and he will reply ‘I sought knowledge, disseminated 
it and recited the Quran for your sake alone.’ Allah will say to him ‘you have lied! You 
sought knowledge so that it might be said that ‘he is a scholar’ and you recited the 
Quran so that it might be said that ‘he is a reciter.’ Thus, it was said.’ Then orders will 
be given and he will be dragged on his face and cast into the Fire.”53   
 
And Allah’s Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم reportedly said, 

 

َفهَاَء َأْو يَْْصَِف ِبِه ُوُجوَه  َمْن َطلََب الِْعّْلَ ِلُيَجاِرَي ِبِه الُْعلََماَء َأْو ِلُيَمارِ َي ِبِه السُّ

ُ الناارَ  لَْيِه َأْدَخَِلُ اَّللا
ِ
 النااِس ا

 
“Whosoever seeks knowledge to contend with the scholars, to argue with the foolish 
or to gain people’s attention shall be cast by Allah into the Fire.”54 
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And Allah’s Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم reportedly said, 
 

ْأ َمْقَعَدُه ِمَن الناارِ  ِ فَلَْيتََبوا ِ َأْو َأَراَد ِبِه غَْْيَ اَّللا  َمْن َطلََب الِْعّْلَ ِلَغْْيِ اَّللا
 

“Whosoever seeks knowledge for other than Allah’s sake or intends it for a purpose 
other than Allah’s sake let him take his place in the Fire.”55 
 
Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi رحمه هللا said that “it is incumbent upon the seeker of 
knowledge to purify his intention in seeking knowledge, which should be: ‘achieving 
the pleasure of Allah.’ He should beware of making it a way to achieve materialistic 
gain and a way of gaining [worldly] compensation; for the penalty of such has been 
set aside for the one who seeks that with his knowledge.” 
 

29) Preserving knowledge through revision 
 
Allah’s Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم said, 
 

  تعاهدوا هذا القرأ ن فواَّلي نفس محمد بيده لهو أأشد تفلتًا من اَّل بل ِف عقلها
 

“Revise the Quran regularly, for by the One in whose hand is Muhammad’s soul it 
escapes from memory faster than a camel from its fetters.”56 

 
AI-Hafidh Ibn Abd Al-Barr رحمه هللا said: “In this hadith is a proof that whosoever does 
not revise his knowledge will lose it, whoever he may be, because their knowledge at 
that time was the Quran and nothing else. So if the Quran which has been made easy 
to remember is lost without revision, what about other types of knowledge? 
Furthermore, the best type of knowledge is that which has its foundations perfected 
and its branches memorized and that which leads to Allah and what pleases Him.” It 
was said by some [scholars]: “Every glory not emphasized by knowledge then 
humiliation is its destiny.”57 
 

30) Gaining understanding through the exercise of deriving rulings by 
applying the fundamental principles to various issues 
 
Allah’s Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم said, 
 

  نرض هللا امرًءا مسع منا شيئًا فبلغه كام مسعه فرب مبلغ أأوعي من سامع 
 

"May Allah illuminate the face of one who hears something from us and 
communicates it to others exactly as he has heard it, for it may be that the recipient of 
knowledge understands it better than the one who has heard it."58 
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Imam Ibn Al-Khayr رحجه هللا commented that “(in this hadith) is an indication that fiqh 
is extrapolation and comprehending the meanings (of the texts.) It implicitly 
illustrates the obligation of learning jurisprudence, searching for the meanings 
ahadith and deriving its hidden secrets.”59 
 
One of the means to this ‘understanding’ is the act of contemplation which is 
mandated on man by Allah in many verses of the Quran. Contemplation strengthens 
faith, exercises the intellect, deepens understanding and leads to the acquirement of 
knowledge.  
 
Allah سبحانه و يعلى says, 
 

ُ لَُُكْ أ ََيِتِه لََعلاُُكْ تَْعِقلُونَ  ُ اَّللا ِِلَ يَُبنيدِ  َكَذَٰ
 

“Thus does Allah make clear to you His verses that you might use reason.”60 
 
And He سبحانه و يعلى says, 
 

َتِوي اأْلَمْعَٰى َوالَْبِصُْي ۚ َأفَََل تََتَفكاُرونَ   ُقْل َهْل يَس ْ
 
“Say, ‘Is the blind equivalent to the seeing? Then will you not give thought?’”61 
 
The seeker who embodies vision and contemplation, towards gaining understanding, 
may eclipse the level of the jurists (فقيه) and become a man of insight (فقيه النفس,) who 
melds the rulings with the overarching fundamentals of the Shariah (مقاصد الشريعة.) 
 

31) Seeking refuge in Allah when seeking knowledge 
 
The seeker should never become discouraged if a particular subject is difficult for 
him. Rather, he should supplicate to Allah for assistance and ask Him to grant 
knowledge and understanding.  
 
Allah’s Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم said, 
 

ينِ  ِ ا, يَُفقدِهُْه ِِف َالد ُ ِبِه َخْْيً  َمْن يُرِِد َاَّللا
 
“For whosoever Allah wills well, He bestows comprehension of the religion.”62 
 
Whenever Imam Ibn Taymiyya رحمه هللا found a verse of the Quran impenetrable, he 
would supplicate to Allah saying “O Teacher of Adam and Ibrahim, teach me! O You 
who made Sulaiman understand, grant me understanding!” and its access would be 
granted.63 
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32) Intellectual Honesty 
 
“For indeed the success of the Ummah lies in the righteousness of its actions, the 
righteousness of its actions lies in the correctness of its knowledge and the 
correctness of its knowledge lies in its men being honest in what they narrate or 
explain. So whosoever speaks about knowledge without honesty has inflicted a wound 
upon knowledge, and it is as if he has placed a rock to obstruct the path of the 
Ummah to success. 
 
No group of specialists in any field is free of those who neither seek knowledge in 
order to beautify themselves with the highest virtue nor in order to benefit the people 
and you discover that such people are dishonest. They have no shame narrating what 
they did not hear or explaining what they do not know. This is what caused the great 
scholars to criticize men and to distinguish between those who exaggerate in their 
speech and those who speak according to what they know. It was this criticism that 
led the seekers of knowledge to become aware of the value of what they read as well 
as its status and become able to decisively distinguish truth from falsehood, or 
whether that which they read was predominantly true, false or a mixture of both.”64 
 

33) Truthfulness 
 
Al-Imam Al-Awza’i رحمه هللا reportedly said “learn truthfulness before learning 
knowledge.” 
 
Imam Waki’ Ibn Al-Jarrah reportedly said that “this profession only raises a truthful 
one.” (i.e. the profession of hadith) 
 
With regard to matters of the religion, lying is of three types: 
 

i. The lies of the groveler that opposes reality and belief, such as one who 
grovels to a person he knows is sinful or an innovator. 

ii. The lies of the hypocrite that oppose (his internal) belief but are in 
accordance with reality, such as a hypocrite who pretends to be a Muslim. 

iii. The lies of the foolish that oppose reality but are in accordance with belief, 
such as one who calls a known heretic a ‘loved one of Allah’ (ولي هللا.) 

 
The seeker should refrain from using tawriya (تورية,) ambiguous speech by which the 
listener understands something other than the meaning intended by the speaker, in a 
manner other than that which is allowed in the Shariah. 
 

34) The seeker’s shield 
 
Imam Malik رحمه هللا said “the shield of the scholar is saying ‘I don’t know.’ If he lowers 
it his enemies strike him.”65 
 
Imam Muhammad Ibn Sirin رحمه هللا said “for a man to die in a state of ignorance is 
better than for him to speak about that which he has no knowledge.”66 
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35) Preserving one’s time 
 
Allah سبحانه و تعالى says, 
 

نَساَن لَِفي ُخْسٍ 
ِ
نا اَّْل

ِ
 َوالَْعْْصِ ا

 
“By time, indeed, mankind is in loss…”67 
 
Allah’s Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم said, 
 

ُة َوالَْفَراغُ  حا  ِنْعَمَتاِن َمْغُبوٌن ِفهِيَما َكثٌِْي ِمَن النااِس، الِصد
 

“The two blessings that many people squander are good health and free time.”68 
 
And Allah’s Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم said, 
 

 قبلَ و فراغَك  َسَقِمك قبلَ و ِِصاَتك  موِتك قبلَ َحياتَك  مخٍس  قبلَ  مخًسا اغتَِّنْ 

 فقرِكَ  قبلَ و ِغناك  َهَرِمك قبلَ  ش بابَكو  ُشْغِل 
 

“Take advantage of five matters before five others: your life before death, your health 
before illness, your free time before preoccupation, your youth before old age and 
your wealth before poverty.”69 
 
Al-Imam Ash-Shafi’i رحمه هللا said “I accompanied the ascetics and benefited from them 
in two matters. I heard them say ‘time is a sword; if you do not cut it, then it will cut 
you’ and ‘your soul; if you do not preoccupy your soul with truth then you will be 
preoccupied by falsehood.”70 
 

36) Relaxation and recreation 
 
Ali Ibn Abi Talib رضي هللا عنه said “relax the hearts and seek subtle wisdoms for them, 
for they become bored as bodies do.”71   
 
Imam Ibn Taymiyya رحمه هللا said “in the prohibition of praying general supererogatory 
prayers during the abhorred times are additional advantages such as relaxation of the 
body at intervals from the weightiness of worship, as one would relax by sleeping and 
other forms [of relaxation], and for this reason Muadh (Ibn Jabal رضي هللا عنه) said 
‘indeed I seek reward for my sleep just as I do when awake...”72 
 
The concept of taking weekends off was widespread since early times and mentioned 
in biographies as well as books on the etiquette of teaching.73 
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37) Precision and Corrective Recital 
 
The seeker should covet precision in reading and frequently read to a proficient 
sheikh to achieve this. In doing so he protects himself from mistakes that lead to 
distortion of the meanings of text and ultimately incorrect understanding. 
 
The biographies of the scholars abound with examples of those that read voluminous 
works to their teachers in entirety. For example, Al-Hafidh Ibn Hajar رحمه هللا read 
Sahih Al-Bukhari in ten sessions, each ten hours long, Sahih Muslim in four sessions 
over two days, Sunan Ibn Maja in four sessions and Mu’jam At-Tabarani As-Saghir in 
one sitting between the dhuhr and ‘asr prayers. 
 

38)  Summarizing voluminous works through reading 
 
The seeker should develop the ability to summarize large works as it exercises his 
mind in identifying core material, broadens his understanding, helps him unlock 
unique benefits, gain experience in cross-referencing and familiarity with the literary 
styles of different authors.  
 

39) The etiquette of asking questions 
 

The seeker should ask questions with impeccable manners. When he receives an 
answer he should refrain from saying “but sheikh so-and-so said such-and-such…” 
instead say “what would you say about such-and-such opinion…” without naming.   
 
Ibn Al-Qayyim رحمه هللا said, “It was said that ‘if you sit with a scholar, ask to gain 
understanding and do not go to extremes.’”74 
 
He also said that “there are six levels of knowledge: 
 

i. The first is excellence in asking questions. 
ii. The second is excellence paying attention and listening. 

iii. The third is excellence in understanding. 
iv. The fourth is memorizing. 
v. The fifth is teaching. 

vi. The sixth and this is the fruit of knowledge, is implementing it and 
appreciating its boundaries.”75 

 
40)Debating without arguing76 

 
Debating in order to arrive at the truth is favorable. The basis of a true debate is 
sincere advice (نصيحة,) forbearance and spreading knowledge. Its result is that the 
truth is uplifted over falsehood. 
 
Argument or dispute is abhorrent. Dispute during conversation or debate is nothing 
more than quarrel, showing off, pride, enmity and a struggle to be victorious. The 
seeker should beware dispute and whoever engages in it, turning away from it in 
order to save himself from sin. 
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41) Revising in groups 
 
The seeker should benefit from study-groups as they have advantages over solitary 
revision. A difficult issue may be explained by one with insight into it or discussed as 
a group in order to unravel it and all those present from the collective intellect of the 
group. 
 

42) The seeker of knowledge lives between the texts of the Quran and Sunnah 
and the knowledge associated with them. 
 
They are the two wings of the seeker and he should take care that he doesn’t become 
broken winged. 
 

43) Learning the tools of every subject 
 
Allah سبحانه و تعالى says, 
 

ئَِك يُْؤِمنُوَن ِبِه ۗ َوَمن يَْكُفْر ِبِه  يَن أ تَيْنَاُُهُ اْلِكتَاَب يَْتلُونَُه َحقا ِتََلَوِتِه ُأولَ َٰ ِ اَّلا

ونَ  ِئَك ُُهُ الَْخاِِسُ  فَأُولَ َٰ
 

“Those to whom We have given the Book recite it with its true recital. They [are the 
ones who] believe in it. And whoever disbelieves in it - it is they who are the losers.”77 
 
The seeker shouldn’t leave the study of a subject before perfecting it, where 
perfection requires that he master both the subject and its foundational theory. As 
such he combines mastery of law (فقه) and legal theory (عصول الفقه,) Prophetic 
traditions (حديث) and theory of Prophetic traditions (عصول الحديث) and so on, for each 
of the Sacred Sciences. 
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Chapter 6 

Adornment through 
Implementation 

 
44) The signs of beneficial knowledge 

 
The signs of beneficial knowledge are as follows: 
 

i. Implementing what is learned. 
ii. Hatred of being praised or displaying haughtiness. 

iii. Increasing in modesty as knowledge increases. 
iv. Fleeing from the love of leadership, notoriety and worldly pleasures. 
v. Abandoning any claim to being knowledgeable. 

vi. Having a poor opinion of oneself and a favorable opinion of others, so as to 
steer clear of disparagement.  

 
45) The alms (zakah) of knowledge 

 

The alms of knowledge are as follows: 
 

i. Openly proclaiming the truth. 
ii. Promoting virtue and preventing vice. 

iii. Weighing the benefits and harms. 
iv. Disseminating knowledge. 
v. Benefiting people and the love of doing so. 

vi. Sacrificing honor. 
vii. Interceding on behalf of the Muslims for just causes and the common weal. 

 
Allah’s Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم said, 
 

َّل من ثَلث :  صدقة جارية ،أأو عّل ينتفع به، أأو  ذا مات ابن أ دم انقطع معِل ا   ا 

 ول صاحل يدعو َل
 

“When the son of Adam dies his deeds halt but for three: ceaseless charity, beneficial 
knowledge or a righteous son who supplicates for him.”78 
  
The scholars said that “these three are not combined except within a scholar who 
spends his knowledge; because his spending it is charity which is benefited from, and 
the receiver of it is a (metaphorical) child of this scholar by way of learning.”79 
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46) The honor of the scholars 
 
Allah’s Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم said, 
 

ن املَلئكة  َّل اجلنة، وا  من سل طريقًا يبتغي فيه علًما سهل هللا َل طريقًا ا 

ن العامل ليس تغفر َل من ِف  لتضع أأجنحَتا لطالب العّل رضا مبا صنع، وا 

الساموات واألأرض حَّت احليتان ِف املاء، وفضل العامل عَل العابد كفضل 

ن األأنبياء مل يورثو ا  ن العلامء ورثة األأنبياء وا  القمر عَل سائر الكواكب، وا 

منا ورثوا العّل .  مفن أأخذه أأخذ حبظ وافر  ديناًرا وَّل درهام وا 
 

“Whosoever treads a path in quest of knowledge, Allah will ease for him the path to 
Paradise. The angels lower their wings over the seeker of knowledge, being pleased 
with what he does. The inhabitants of the heavens and the earth, even the fish in the 
depths of the oceans seek forgiveness for him. The superiority of the scholar over the 
devout worshipper is like that of the full moon to the rest of the stars. The learned are 
the heirs of the Prophets who bequeath neither dinar nor dirham, only knowledge 
and he who acquires it, has in fact acquired an abundant portion.”80 
 
The seeker should internalize the sanctity of the knowledge bestowed upon him and 
treat it with the respect it deserves. If he honors it, it will cause him to be honored.  
 
He should beware the schemes of the wealthy and powerful who attempt to 
manipulate or bend scholars to their will. He should not sell the sacred knowledge 
bestowed upon him for a meager price. He should not disseminate it to those 
unworthy of receiving it, no matter their status. 
 

47) Protection of Knowledge 
 
Allah’s Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم said, 
 

ْدُه َُتَاَهك َ ََتِ َفْظك، اْحَفظْ اَّللا َ َُيْ  اْحَفظْ اَّللا
 
“Be mindful of Allah and Allah will protect you. Be mindful of Allah and you will find 
Him in front of you…”81 
 
The seeker who achieves status or position should be mindful of the knowledge that 
helped him reach such a rank. He should beware the disease of protecting his 
position at the expense of the mandate of scholarship, speaking the Truth and 
standing for justice at all times. 

  

                                                           
80

 Sunan Abi Dawud, Jami At-Tirmidhi 
81

 Jami At-Tirmidhi 



48) Diplomacy, not concession 
 
Selling out is a despicable characteristic. Diplomacy is not. The seeker should never 
conflate the two and be lead down the path of hypocrisy.82 
 

49) Passion for books 
 
Just as the seeker should possess an unquenchable thirst for knowledge, he should be 
a connoisseur of books and have a desire to amass a scrupulously selected library.   
 

50) The foundation of the seeker’s library 
 
The seeker will benefit most from those books written by authors who tend to discuss 
matters with great detail and critical analysis of proofs, arguments and conclusions.  
 

51) How to read books 
 
The seeker should be aware of any specific terminology used by the author in a 
particular work, usually mentioned in the foreword. As such, he should start reading 
from the foreword. 
 

52) Before putting a new book on the shelf 
 
Whenever the seeker purchases a book he should skim it, read the foreword and 
index or a few excerpts from it before storing it in his library. If not, he may forget 
about the book and a long time will pass before he gets around to reading it. 
 

53) Writing with diacritical marks (التشكيل) 
 
The seeker should write with diacritical marks in order to achieve clarity and remove 
obscurity.  
 
Obscurity may be removed in several ways: 
 

i. Strong penmanship. 
ii. Adhering to the rules of writing (اإلمالء.) 

iii. Placing diacritical marks on those letters that require them and leaving those 
that don’t. 

iv. Placing diacritical marks on obscure words. 
v. Writing the references of Quranic verses and Prophetic traditions. 
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Chapter 6 

Precautions 
 

54) Delusions of grandeur 
 
The seeker should beware claiming knowledge in something not known or proficiency 
where he has none.  
 

55) Beware being an ‘Abu Shibr’83 (‘the man of a span’) 
 
They say that knowledge is of three spans: whosoever enters the first becomes 
arrogant, whosoever enters the second becomes humble and whosoever enters the 
third realizes that he knows nothing. 
 

56) Beware becoming manifest before becoming qualified 
 
It is said that “whosoever manifests himself before his time has manifested himself to 
humiliation.” 
 

57) Being like a leopard showing off its spots (التنمر بالعلم) 
 

This is a type of boastfulness where a person of limited knowledge will revise a 
particular subject and bring it up in a gathering for discussion in order to dazzle the 
audience. Like the leopard, his coat is spotted and incomplete. Unlike the leopard, 
however, whose coat is a positive attribute, it is a major defect in the one who 
possesses this trait.   
 

58) Merely putting pen to paper 
 
The seeker should refrain from writing books until he has fully matured on the path 
of knowledge, acquiring mastery of most, if not all the Sacred Sciences at the hands of 
his teachers.  
 
For the one who is qualified, beneficial writing is one of the noblest pursuits a man of 
virtue may engage in. Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi رحمه هللا said “whosoever writes a book, 
has put his mind on a platter and served it to the people.”  
 

59) Your attitude towards the mistakes of your predecessors 
 
It is a characteristic of pseudo-scholars (متعالم) to cause controversy regarding the 
mistakes of scholars who preceded them, using these human errors to degrade them. 
“He wants to treat a minor cold but it ends up turning into leprosy.”84 
 

60)Defense against doubts85 
 
Don’t believe everything you read or hear and avoid raising doubts in your mind and 
that of others, for hearts are weak and open to manipulation. 
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61) Beware grammatical errors 
 
Umar Ibn Al-Khattab رضي هللا عنه said “learn Arabic, for it increases honor.”86 
 
There are narrations which state that our predecessors used to hit their children if 
they made grammatical errors.87 
 
Al-Rahbi رحمه هللا said “I heard some of our peers say ‘if a person who makes 
grammatical errors writes from another like him, and he writes from another person 
like him, the hadith will end up in Persian!”88 
 
Al-Mubarrid رحمه هللا said, 
 
“Grammar straightens the tongue that’s ungrammatical 
 And you honor the man, whose errors are none, 
 
If you seek the greatest of knowledge 
 Then the greatest is that which straightens the tongue.”89 
 

62) Half-baked intellectualism 
 
The seeker should beware introducing innovative thoughts or ideologies before they 
are fully developed. 
 

63) Beware the ‘new’ Judaica (اإلسرائيليات)90 
 
Allah’s Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم said, 

 

ُقوا َأْهَل اْلِكتَاِب،  ِ بُوُُهْ وَ ََّل تَُصدد ِ َوَما ُأْنزِلَ  } َوََّل تَُكذدِ  األ يَةَ   { قُولُوا أ َمناا ِِبَّللا
 
“Do not believe the people of the Scripture, and do not disbelieve them, but say, 'We 
believe in Allah and whatever has been revealed...'91”92 

 
64) Beware Byzantine debate93 

 

Upon hearing a group of people arguing Imam Al-Hasan Al-Basri رحمه هللا said “these 
people have become bored with worship, speech has become light upon their tongue, 
and their piety has decreased. That is why they speak.”94 
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65) The people of Islam have no distinguishing features except Islam and 
being safe [from all that which opposes it] 

 
Allah سبحانه و تعالى says, 
 

ْبَراِهَي 
ِ
ْينَا ِبِه ا لَْيَك َوَما َوصا

ِ
ي َأْوَحْينَا ا ِ ٰ ِبِه نُوًحا َواَّلا يِن َما َوَّصا ِ َن الد ََشََع لَُُك مدِ

ُقوا ِفيهِ  يَن َوََّل تََتَفرا ِ  َوُموََسٰ َوِعيََسٰ ۖ َأْن َأِقميُوا الد
 

“He has ordained for you of religion what He enjoined upon Noah and that which We 
have revealed to you, [O Muhammad], and what We enjoined upon Abraham and 
Moses and Jesus - to establish the religion and not be divided therein…”95 
 
And He سبحانه و تعالى says, 
 

َّلا ِمن بَْعِد َما َجاَءُُهُ الِْعّْلُ بَْغًيا بَيَْْنُمْ 
ِ
ُقوا ا  َوَما تََفرا

 

“And they did not become divided until after knowledge had come to them - out of 
jealous animosity between themselves…”96 
 
Hudhayfa Ibn Al-Yaman رضي هللا عنه narrated, 
 

ِ صَل هللا عليه وسّل  ُحَذيَْفَة بَْن الَْيَمانِ  يَُقوُل ََكَن النااُس يَْسأَلُوَن َرُسوَل اَّللا

ًنا 
ِ
ِ ا ِ َمَخافََة َأْن يُْدِرَكِن  .  فَُقلُْت ََي َرُسوَل اَّللا د ، َوُكْنُت َأْسأََُلُ َعِن الِشا َعِن الَْخْْيِ

 ٍ ُ ِِبََذا الَْخْْيِ ، فَهَْل بَْعَد َهَذا الَْخْْيِ ِمْن ََشد ، فََجاَءًَن اَّللا ٍ ُكناا ِِف َجاِهِلياٍة َوََشد

ِ ِمْن َخْْيٍ قَاَل  "  نََعْم، َوِفيِه َدَخٌن  "  .   د قَاَل  "  نََعْم  "  .  ُقلُْت َوَهْل بَْعَد َذِِلَ الِشا

ُقلُْت َوَما َدَخنُُه قَاَل  "  قَْوٌم ََيُْدوَن ِبَغْْيِ َهْدِِي تَْعرُِف ِمْْنُْم َوتُْنِكُر  "  .  ُقلُْت فَهَْل 

لهَْيَا 
ِ
َ، َمْن َأَجاَِبُْم ا ََّل َأبَْواِب ََجََّنا

ِ
ٍ قَاَل  "  نََعْم ُدعَاٌة ا بَْعَد َذِِلَ الَْخْْيِ ِمْن ََشد

ِتنَا، َويََتََكاُموَن  ِ ِصْفهُْم لَنَا فَقَاَل  "  ُُهْ ِمْن ِجْْلَ قََذفُوُه ِفهيَا  "  .  ُقلُْت ََي َرُسوَل اَّللا

اعََة الُْمْسِلِمنَي  ْن َأْدَرَكِن َذِِلَ قَاَل  "  تَلَْزُم َُجَ
ِ
ِبأَلْس ِ نَِتنَا  "  ُقلُْت فََما تَأُْمُرِِن ا

َماٌم قَاَل  "  فَاْعََتِْل ِتْلَ الِْفَرَق 
ِ
اعٌَة َوََّل ا ْن لَْم يَُكْن لَهُْم َُجَ

ِ
َماَمهُْم  "  .  ُقلُْت فَا

ِ
َوا

 ُُكاهَا، َولَْو َأْن تََعضا ِبأَ ْصِل ََشََرٍة َحَّتا يُْدِرَكَك الَْمْوُت َوَأنَْت عَََل َذِِلَ 
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“The people used to ask Allah's Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) about good, but I used to ask him 
about evil for fear that it might overtake me. Once I said, "O Allah's Messenger 

 We were in ignorance and evil and Allah has bestowed upon us the present !(ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)
good; will there be any evil after this good?" He said, "Yes." I asked, "Will there be 
good after that evil?" He said, "Yes, but it would be tainted with Dakhan (i.e. some 
evil)." I asked, "What will its Dakhan be?" He said, "There will be some people who 
will lead (people) according to principles other than my tradition. You will see their 
actions and disapprove of them." I said, "Will there be any evil after that good?" He 
said, "Yes, there will be some people who will invite others to the doors of Hell, and 
whoever accepts their invitation to it will be thrown in it (by them)." I said, "O Allah's 

Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)! Describe those people to us." He said, "They will belong to us and 
speak our language" I asked, "What do you order me to do if such a thing should take 
place in my life?" He said, "Adhere to the group of Muslims and their Chief." I asked, 
"If there is neither a group (of Muslims) nor a chief (what shall I do)?" He said, "Keep 
away from all those different sects, even if you had to bite (i.e. eat) the root of a tree, 
till you meet Allah while you are still in that state."97 
 

66) The nullifiers of this Regalia 
 
Among those things that disrobe the seeker of his regalia are the following: 
 

i. Disclosing secrets. 
ii. Spreading rumors. 

iii. Pompousness and lying. 
iv. Excessive joking. 
v. Interrupting people who are speaking. 

vi. Spite. 
vii. Jealousy. 

viii. Having a poor opinion of others. 
ix. Fraternizing with deviants. 
x. Striding towards the unlawful. 

 
The seeker should beware the above sins and their derivatives, restraining himself 
from all that is unlawful. Rather, the people of scrupulous piety (الورع) make their 
limits the recommended (المستحبات) and abhorred (المكروحات.) 

  
What is correct in this abridgement is from Allah and His Messenger صلى هللا عليه و سلم 

and what is wrong is from ourselves and Satan. 
 

May Allah make our steps firm and grant us all piety and success in the Last and the 
First [life]. 
 
May the blessings and salutations of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his 
family and his Companions. 
 

 وصَل هللا و سّل عَل نبينا محمد وعَل أ َل و أأِصابه أأُجعني
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